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REPORT. 


The  Council  for  the  year  ending  11th  November  1903 
have  to  report  to  the  Assembly  of  Academicians  as 
follows  :■ — 

I.  The  Seventy-seventh  Exliibition  was  opened  on  Satur- 
day 14th  February,  and  was  closed  on  Saturday  6th  June. 
It  comprised  419  Paintings  in  Oil  and  Water-Colour, 
46  works  in  Sculpture,  45  Architectural  Drawings  (in- 
cluding Models  and  Photographs  of  Architectural  Works 
executed  by  Exhibitors)  and  Enamels. 

The  Council  have  pleasure  in  reporting  that  it  aroused 
much  interest  and  was  marked  by  a large  increase  in  the 
attendance  of  the  general  public. 

II.  The  Banquet  took  place  in  the  Galleries  on  the  eve  of 
the  public  opening  of  the  Exhibition,  when  the  President 
and  Council  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a large  and 
distinguished  company. 

III.  Sir  George  Eeid,  P.S.A.,  having  intimated  his  decision 
to  retire  from  the  office  of  President  of  the  Academy,  which 
he  had  filled  for  eleven  years,  James  Guthrie,  E.S.A.,  was 
unanimously  elected  President  at  the  Statutory  Assembly 
of  Academicians  held  12tli  November  1902. 

IV.  At  the  Statutory  General  Assembly  of  the  Academy, 
held  on  11th  February,  Eobert  Noble  was  elected  to  the 
rank  of  Academician,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
carrying  out  of  Sir  George  Eeid’s  request  to  be  placed  on 
the  list  of  Honorary  Eetired  Academicians. 
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V.  At  tlie  Statutoiy  Assembly  of  Academicians,  held 
on  4tli  March,  it  was  resolved  that,  one  Painter  and  one 
Architect  be  elected  to  the  rank  of  Associate,  which  was 
confirmed  at  an  Assembly  of  Academicians  held  on  11th 
^Tarch. 

YL  At  the  Statutory  General  Assembly  of  the  Academy, 
ludd  on  18th  March,  John  Bowie,  Painter,  and  Pobert 
S.  Lorinier,  Arcliitect,  were  elected  to  the  rank  of  Associate. 

VII.  The  Librarian  and  Curators  of  the  Libraiy  report 

as  follows  : — ^ 

“ The  Library  was  open  on  Monday  evenings  from  17th  November 
to  2’Jth  June,  and  on  Wednesday  ist  July — 28  evenings. 

“ The  aggregate  attendance,  185,  shows  a considerable  diminution 
on  that  of  the  past  three  years,  though  it  is  well  over  that  of  many 
previous  sessions. 

‘^As  in  past,  and  especially  in  quite  recent  years,  the  attendance 
has  been  mostly  of  students  or  of  those  who  have  recently  passed 
through  the  Academy’s  class. 

“The  bulk  of  the  works  lent  out  have  been  borrowed  by 
students,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  add  that  such  volumes 
have  been  returned  in  good  condition  and  within  reasonable  time. 

“ The  Books,  Drawings,  and  Prints  are  in  good  order,  and 
catalogued  up  to  date. 

‘‘  The  following  works  have  been  added  to  the  Library  — 

^‘Specimens  of  Ancient  Sculpture,  Egyptian,  Etruscan,  Greek, 
and  Roman,  selected  from  different  collections  of  Great  Britain  by 
tlie  Society  of  Dilettanti.”  Vol.  i.  London,  1809.  Folio. 

“ Description  of  the  Collection  of  Ancient  Marbles  in  the  British 
Museum,  with  Engravings,”  Part  viii.  London,  1839.  Sup. 
Royal  4 to. 

Album  with  calotypes  of  various  members  of  the  Academy. 

The  above  three  volumes  Presented  by  James  A-KCHEii,  B.S.A. 
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“ Memoir  of  David  Scott,  R,S.  A.,”  containing  his  Journal  in  Italy, 
Notes  on  Art,  and  other  Papers,  with  seven  Illustrations  by 
William  B.  Scott.  Edinburgh,  1850.  Demy  8vo. 

“ George  Romney,  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  illustrated  with 
twenty  plates  and  a photogravure  portrait  as  Frontispiece. 
London,  1902.  Post  8vo. 

“ Monographs  on  Artists,”  richly  illustrated,  edited  and  written 
in  collaboration  with  other  authors  by  H.  Knackfuss.  “ Leonardo 
da  Vinci,”  by  A.  Rossenberg,  vii.  Sup.  Royal  8vo. 

“ Les  Merveilles  de  la  Sculpture,”  by  Louis  Viardot.  Paris,  1869. 
Fcap.  8vo. 

“ A Philosophical  Inquiry  into  the  origin  of  our  Ideas  of  the 
Sublime  and  Beautiful,  with  an  introductory  discourse  concerning 
Taste,”  by  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke.  Cupar,  1822.  Fcap.  8vo. 
“ Donatello,”  by  Lord  Balcarres.  London,  1903.  Post  8vo. 

The  above  six  worts  presented  by  Wm.  D.  M‘KAy,  E.S.A. 

“Pro  Finlandia.”  “Les  Adresses  Internationales  a S,  M. 
I’Empereur — Grand  Due  Nicholas  ii.”  Imp.  4to. 

Presented  by  Patrick  W.  Adam,  R.S.A. 

“ The  Work  of  John  S..  Sargent,  RA.,  with  an  introductory 
note  by  Mrs.  Meyneil.”  London,  1903.  Folio. 

Presented  by  J.  H.  Lorimer,  RS.A. 

“Academy  Architecture  and  Architectural  Review,”  1903. 
Edited  by  Alex.  Kock,  Architect.  Sup.  Royal  8vo. 

Presented  by  the  Author. 

“ George  Dutch  Davidson  ; A Memorial  Volume.”  Dundee,  1902. 
Royal  4 to. 

Presented  by  a Committee  of  the  Graphic  Arts  Association. 

A Sketch-Book  of  David  Allan’s. 

Presented  by  Miss  Dawson,  of  Powfoulis. 

A set  of  Eight  Catalogues  of  Permanent  Art  Collections  in 
various  American  Cities. 

Presented  by  Alexander  Roche,  R.S.A. 

(Signed)  “ W.  D.  MJ^ay,  Librarian. 

Robert  Gibb,  Ciorator  of  the  Library. 

John  Hutchison,  Curator  of  the  Library.^' 
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The  following  additions  have  been  made  to  the  Academy’s 
collections  of  works  of  Art  during  the  past  year : ^ — 

“ Portrait  of  Bismarck,”  by  Franz  von  Lenbach. 

Presented  by  J.  Kennedy  Tod,  Esq.,  Innis  Arden, 
Connecticut,  United  States. 

“ Set  of  Drawings  and  Studies,”  by  Thomas  Duncan, 
Pi.S.A.,  and  Montague  Stanley,  A.RS.A. 

Presented  by  George  Seton,  Esq.,  Advocate. 

“ Summer  Time,”  by  Eobert  Koble,  E.S.A. 

Diploma  Work. 

The  thanks  of  the  President  and  Council  were  duly  con- 
veyed to  the  respective  donors. 

VITI.  The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Visitors  of  the 
Life  School 

“The  Session  of  1902-1903  commenced  on  17th  November 
1902  and  finished  on  30th  June  1903. 

“ There  were  123  meetings  of  the  Class,  viz.  61  evening  and 
62  morning  meetings;  and  the  aggregate  attendance  amounted  to 
1026. 

“ The  Visitors  of  the  Life  School  have  pleasure  in  reporting  that 
the  session  has  been  marked  by  seriousness  and  enthusiasm  on  the 
part  of  the  students,  and  also  by  good  attendance. 

(Signed)  “ J.  Campbell  Noble,  Visitor. 

Alexander  Koche,  Visitor. 

W.  G.  Stevenson,  Visitor. 

Henry  W.  Kerr,  Visitor. 

The  Council,  after  reviewing  the  works  done  by  the 
students  during  the  past  year,  confirm  the  opinion  referred 

1 Note. — In  the  Appendix  will  be  found  a Statement  regarding  Works 
of  Art  bequeathed  to  the  Academy. 
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to  in  the  above  report,  and  desire  to  express  their  satis- 
faction at  the  marked  increase  in  the  number  and  quality 
of  the  works  sent  in  for  tlie  Stuart  Prize. 


After  a careful  examination  of  the  studies  the  Council 
awarded  the  Prizes  as  follows : — 


Tlie  Carnegie  Scholarship,  . 

The  Ohalniers  Bursary, 

The  Chalmers- Jervise  Prize  for 
Best  Dra  wing  from  the  Life, 
Maclaine  Watters  Medal, 

The  Keith  Prize  for  the  best 
Work  bv  a Student  in  this 
year’s  Exhibition,  . 

The  Stuart  Prize — (Two  Prizes), 


Andrew  A.  Gamley. 

J.  Stuart  Muir. 

James  Ballantine. 

Adam  A.  Tyler. 

Andrew  A.  Gamley. 

J.  Nicoll  and  J.  Stuart 
Muir. 


IX.  The  Council  have  pleasure  in  reporting  tliat,  each 
month  during  the  session  of  the  Life  School,  a Prize  in 
money  will  be  given  by  the  President  for  Composition. 


X.  The  Council  regret  liaving  to  record  the  death  of 

O O 

James  APNeill  Whistler,  an  Honorary  Member  of  the 
Academy,  and  Joseph  Thorburn  Boss,  an  Associate. 

XL  James  M‘Xeill  Whistler,  AT.R.S.A.,  was  born  in  1834 
at  Lowell,  United  States  of  America.  At  a very  early  age 
he  was  taken  to  Russia,  where  his  father.  Major  Geoi'ge 
Whistler,  was  a railway  engineer — on  Avhose  death,  in 
1846,  the  boy  returned  with  his  mother  to  America.  He 
was  educated  at  the  American  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  and  for  a short  time  thereafter  was  employed 
in  a Government  office  as  a map-engraver.  Having 
shown  a strong  feeling  for  art,  he  went  to  London  in 
1855,  and  the  following  year  to  Paris,  and  there  entered 
the  studio  of  Marc  Gleyre.  In  course  of  his  studies  he 
became  interested  in  etching,  and  his  productions  in  that 
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medium  first  brouglit  him  into  notice.  As  a painter  lie 
produced  a number  of  characteristic  works — notably  ‘‘  The 
White  Girl,”  1863;  Sarasate,”  1865  ; “Portrait  of  my 
Mother,”  1872;  “Carlyle,”  1877.  Among  others  are: — 
“ Priiicesse  du  Pays  de  la  Porcelaine,”  1863  ; “ Henry  Irving 
as  Philip  IL,”  1877;  “Lady  Archibald  Campbell,”  “ Lady 
at  the  Piano,”  “ Lady  Meux,”  “Miss  Alexander,”  and  “The 
Fur  Jacket.”  In  landscape,  his  works  in  oil  and  water- 
colour are  equally  characteristic  and  numerous,  the  Noc- 
turnes being  specially  remarkable.  In  1859  he  commenced 
a series  of  etchings  of  the  Thames,  followed  by  others  of 
Brussels,  Amsterdam,  the  Loire  Country,  and  Venice. 
Several  of  his  most  representative  works  have  recently 
appeared  in  the  Annual  Exhibition  of  the  Academy. 

Among  his  writings  are : Ten  o clock.  The  Gentle  Art  of 
Making  Enemies,  and  The  Baronet  and  the  Butterfly. 

He  held  office  some  years  ago  as  President  of  the  Society 
of  British  Artists,  and  from  1898  until  his  death  he  was 
President  of  the  International  Society  of  Painters,  Sculptors, 
and  Engravers,  London.  He  was  an  Officer  of  the  Legion 
of  Honour  of  France,  a Commander  of  the  Order  of  the 
Crown  of  Italy,  a Chevalier  of  the  Order  of  St.  Michael 
of  Bavaria.  He  was  an  Honorary  Member  of  the  Eoyal 
Scottish  Water-Colour  Society.  In  1902  he  was  unani- 
mously elected  an  Honorary  Member  of  the  Academy,  and 
ill  1903  the  University  of  Glasgow  conferred  upon  him 
the  honorary  degree  of  LL.D. 

His  death  took  place  at  iiis  house  in  Chelsea  on  I7th 
July,  and  at  his  funeral  the  Academy  was  represented  by 
the  President. 

XII.  Joseph  Thorburn  Eoss,  A.E.S.A.,  youngest  son  of  the 
late  E.  T.  Eoss,  E.S.  A..,  was  born  at  Edinburgh  in  1854.  He 
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was  educated  at  tlie  Scottish  Institute  and  Dr.  Graham’s 
private  classes.  In  early  life  he  showed  a decided  taste 
for  Art,  hut  his  father,  desirous  that  his  son  should  first 
have  a trial  of  commercial  life  before  allowing  him  finally 
to  adopt  Art  as  a profession,  placed  him  in  a merchant’s 
office  in  Leith,  where  he  was  employed  for  some  years. 
After  spending  some  time  also  in  business  in  Gloucester,  he 
returned  to  Edinburgh  in  1876,  and  with  his  father’s 
approval  entered  the  Board  of  Trustees  School  of  Design, 
where,  in  1878,  he  carried  off  several  [irizes,  including  a gold 
medal  for  drawing. 

In  1877  he  was  admitted  as  a student  to  the  Life  School 
of  the  Koyal  Scottish  Academy,  and  in  1879  was  awarded 
part  of  the  Stuart  Prize  for  Composition  and  Design.  He 
commenced  to  exhibit  in  the  Eoyal  Scottish  Academy  in 
1872,  when  he  had  two  works,  “Study  of  a Wild  Duck” 
and  “ Dead  Pigeon  ” ; and  thereafter  seldom  failed  to  con- 
tribute one  or  more  works  to  the  Annual  Exhibition. 

In  1880  he  went  to  the  Continent,  which  he  frequently 
thereafter  visited,  and  studied  in  the  principal  Art 
centres. 

Among  his  numerous  works  may  be  mentioned:-— 
“Hampstead  Cross,  Gloucester,”  1876  ; “ Till  Birnarn  Wood 
come  to  Dunsinane,”  1880  ; “A  Dutcli  Labourer’s  Dwelling,” 
1884  ; “A  Garland  of  Poppies,”  1889  ; “ Terata  Yeneziana,” 
1892  ; “Head  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Bastie,”  1893  ; “The 
Poppy  Eield,”  “ Eroni  a Window  in  Venice,”  1894  ; “ I heard 
the  Cushies  croon,”  1895;  “The  Lost  Net,”  1896;  “Mrs. 
Patrick  Campbell,”  1899  ; “The  Beaux  of  the  Hiring  Fair,” 
1900;  “Mrs.  Monro,”  1901;  “Night  at  Canty  Bay,”  1902; 
“ Poses  have  thorns,”  “ The  End  of  the  Day’s  Fishing,” 
“She’s  owre  the  border  and  awa,”  1903. 

He  was  elected  an  Associate  of  the  Poyal  Scottish 
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Academy  in  1896.  His  death  took  place  at  his  residence 
in  Edinburgh  on  28th  September. 

XI II.  The  Council  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that 
Dr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  of  Skibo,  and  Mrs.  Carnegie,  have 
gifted  to  the  Academy  Gold  Bonds  of  the  United  States 
Steel  Corporation  to  the  amount  of  twelve  thousand  dollars, 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  Scholarships  to  enable  students 
of  the  Academy’s  Life  School  to  study  for  a time  abroad, 
and  to  visit  the  great  Art  centres.^ 

XIV.  The  Council  are  glad  to  report  that  a special  mark 
of  Itoyal  favour  was  received  by  the  Academy  during  the 
past  year.  The  honour  of  Knighthood  was  conferred  by 
His  Majesty  the  King  upon  the  President  at  Holyrood  on 
12th  May. 

XV.  They  have  also  the  pleasure  of  recording  the  fact 
that  the  President  was  unanimously  elected  an  Honorary 
Member  of  the  Eoyal  Hibernian  Academy  at  a General 
Assembly  in  Dublin  on  October  1903. 

JAMES  GUTHKIE, 

F resident. 


Royal  Scottish  Academy, 
Wth  November  1903. 


^ In  the  Appendix  will  be  found  an  abstract  of  the  correspondence 
concerning  this  gift. 
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At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Iloyal  Scottish  Academy 
of  Painting,  Sculpture,  and  Architecture,  held  in  the 
Library  of  the  Academy  on  Wednesday,  the  llth  of 
November  1903,  the  Office-bearers  were  elected,  and  the 
Council  declared  for  the  ensuing  year,  as  follows  : — 


u net  I. 


SIR  JAMES  GUTHRIE,  Pkesident. 


THOMAS  SCOTT,  Esq. 

W.  GRANT  STEVENSON,  Esq. 

G.  WASHINGTON  BROWNE,  Esq. 


ROBERT  NOBLE,  Esq. 

HUGH  CAMERON,  Esq. 
ROBERT  ALEXANDER,  Esq. 


GEORGE  HAY,  Esq.,  Seckktauy. 
JOHN  HUTCHISON,  Esq.,  Tkeasurer. 


G.  WASHINGTON  BROWNE,  Esq. 
ROBERT  NOBLE,  Esq. 


Auditors. 


W.  D.  M‘KAY,  Esq.,  Librarian. 


THOMAS  SCOTT,  Esq. 

G.  WASHINGTON  BROWNE,  Esq. 


Curators  of  Library. 


J.  CAMPBELL  NOBLE,  Esq. 
ALEXANDER  ROCHE,  Esq. 

W.  GRANT  STEVENSON,  Esq. 
HENRY  W.  KERR,  Esq. 


VlSlTOliS  OF  THE  LiFE  ScHOOL. 
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APPENDIX. 

In  connection  with  the  gift  for  providing  a Scholarship,  a letter 
was  received  by  the  President  from  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Carnegie,  in  which 
they  state  that  they  propose  to  hand  over  to  the  Academy  $12,000 
Gold  Bonds  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation,  bearing  interest 
of  5 per  cent.,  to  be  held  by  the  Academy  in  trust  for  providing 
Scholarships  to  enable  students  of  the  Academy’s  Life  School  to 
study  for  a time  abroad,  and  to  visit  the  great  Art  Collections. 
The  intention  being  that  one  or  two  Scholarships  should  be  awarded 
annually  by  the  President  and  Council  of  the  Academy  and  the 
Visitors  to  the  Life  School  at  a meeting  or  meetings  to  be  held  for 
the  purpose.  It  is  provided  that  should  two  candidates  be  adjudged 
worthy,  each  is  to  receive  a Scholarship  of  X60,  while  the  income 
from  the  funds  is  adequate.  If  the  net  income  should  not  be 
sufficient,  then  each  Scholarship  will  suffer  abatement.  Should  only 
one  candidate  be  adjudged  worthy  in  any  year,  the  President, 
Council,  and  Visitors  may  give  that  candidate  at  a later  date  such 
grant  out  of  the  income  as  they  may  judge  proper.  If  in  any 
year  no  candidate  should  be  adjudged  worthy,  no  Scholarship 
need  be  awarded  for  that  year,  and  the  income  may  be  used  for 
supplementary  Scholarships  or  otherwise  in  subsequent  years.  Tlie 
wish  is  expressed  that  the  income  should  not  be  hoarded,  but 
should  be  used  year  by  year  as  far  as  possible  for  advanciiig  the 
artistic  education  of  the  students.  Should  any  of  the  holders  of 
these  Scholarships,  while  holding  them,  make  copies  of  notable 
pictures  or  other  works  of  art,  the  President,  Council,  and  Visitors 
may  arrange  to  purchase  such  copies  should  they  think  the  copies 
likel}’’  to  be  of  educational  value  to  the  students  in  the  Life  School, 
and  they  may  expend  any  surplus  income  in  their  hands  in  so  doing. 
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A student  who  has  once  held  a Scholarship  is  not,  in  ordinary 
circumstances,  to  be  entitled  again  to  hold  one. 

The  management  of  business  matters  connected  with  the  funds 
is  to  rest  with  the  President  and  Council,  but  the  funds  are  to  be 
kept  apart  from  the  general  funds  of  the  Academy.  Should  the 
Bonds  be  paid  off  or  realised,  the  President  and  Council  may  invest 
the  proceeds  in  any  investment  sanctioned  for  the  Academy’s 
own  funds  by  the  Charters  and  Laws. 

In  replying  to  this  the  President  expressed  his  pleasure  at  this 
handsome  offer,  and  the  satisfaction  with  which  he  had  submitted 
the  letter  to  a General  Assembly.  He  also  enclosed  an  excerpt 
from  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Assembly,  cordially  and  by 
acclamation  accepting  the  gift,  and  he  added  the  hearty  acknow- 
ledgments of  the  Council,  mentioning  that  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Carnegie’s 
generosity  would  at  once  enable  the  Academy  to  do  what  it  has 
long  wished  to  do,  and  might  perhaps,  as  an  example,  be  followed  by 
other  lovers  of  Art. 


Statement  refereed  to  in  Footnote,  Page  8. 

The  Council  last  year  reported  the  bequest  to  the  Academy  by 
Lady  Siemens  of  a portrait  by  Sir  Henry  Eaeburn.  The  portrait 
was  bequeathed  free  of  Government  duty,  and  in  connection  with 
the  Government  duty,  a question  of  considerable  importance  to  the 
Academy  arose.  It  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Council  that  the 
Inland  Kevenue  Authorities  in  England  had  exacted  payment  from 
Lady  Siemens’s  Executor  of  Estate  Duty  and  Legacy  Duty  on  the 
value  of  the  portrait.  The  Finance  Act  of  1894  empowers  the 
Treasury  to  remit  the  Estate  Duty  or  any  other  Duty  leviable  in 
respect  of  any  such  portraits,  prints,  books,  manuscripts,  wmrks  of 
art,  or  scientific  collections  as  appear  to  the  Treasury  to  be  of 
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national,  scientific,  or  historic  interest,  and  to  be  given  or  be- 
queathed for  national  purposes.  By  the  Act  39  George  iii.  cap.  73, 
legacies  of  prints,  pictures,  statues,  and  other  specific  articles  given 
or  bequeathed  to  or  in  trust  for  any  body  corporate,  in  order  to 
be  kept  and  preserved  by  such  body  corporate,  and  not  for  the 
purposes  of  sale,  are  exempted  from  certain  Duties  imposed  on 
legacies.  The  provisions  of  these  Acts  were  brought  under  the 
notice  of  Lady  Siemens’s  Executor,  who  claimed  repayment  of  the 
Duties  that  had  been  exacted  in  respect  of  the  bequest,  and  the  claim 
was  allowed.  This  establishes  a principle  which  may  be  of  im- 
portance to  the  Academy  in  relation  to  any  future  bequests,  more 
especially  if  the  bequests  should  not  be  made  free  of  Duty. 
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